
BY FRANK «.. CARPENTER.
Panama City, Panama.

IHAVE just had an Interview with the
president of tin- republic of Pan¬
ama. Ills name Is Pubio Arose.meno,

and he has now been in ofllco ulmo'tu
four years. According to the Panama
constitution,, the president serves for
only four years, and he Is not eligible
to succeed himself, the constitution pro¬
viding th.it no man an ho o candidate
for'the presidency who has been presi¬
dent within six months or the presi¬
dential election. Br. Arqsomona tried
to avoid this provision by taking a six-
months' leave of absence last spring
and allowing his henjhmon to run the
administration In his stead. However,
.ifttr Secretary Knox'n \ islt. this was

found not popular with the t'nlted
States, and the prcsldont gaVe dp the
hope of a second term und came back
Into office. The country is now In the
throes of a presidential campaign, al¬
though the new president will not be
elected or Inaugurated for some time
to come.

A Talk with Arosemena,
I met President Afosetricna in the
Isthmian White House, or. us It is
known here, the Government Palace.
This is a big. white, two-story build¬
ing of Spanish architecture. It sur¬

rounds a patio filled with palm trees.
In the centre of which Is a pond where
huge turtles roll over and over and
(.plash about In the water.

I found soldiers on guard as entered
the palace with that American minister.
Mr. H. 1'errlval Dodge, and we saw

more soldiers at the wide stone stair¬
way to the second floor At the top
of the stairway we watted until our
cards were sent In. and a moment later
we:,- ushered Into the long narrow

parlor which forms the audience room

of the mansion. This parlor Is fur¬
nished strangely for this land of the
topics. The floor Is covered with a

warm velvet carpet, the windows are

veiled in hot-looking curtains, ond the
gold-plated furniture Is upholstered
and hot. At each end of the room is

a great mirror In a frame of gr.ld and
over the windows hang lambrequins
from gold frames.
We walte<i but a few- minutes, when

the president entered He Is a lean,
dark-faced, black-eyed man of medium
height, and he weighs, 1 should Judge,
about ISO pounds, light He is seventy-
four years old. but is still in his prime.
When the minister Introduced ine 1 was

surprised to hear it was in English.
He sp.-aks that tongue fluently and It
was In English that our conversation
was held. The Am part of it related
to the political situation, and 1 asked
as to whether there was any danger of
a revolution In ease the administra¬
tion candidate should be defeated
No More Revolutions for I.min America.

"There will be no revolution here.'
faul President Arosemena. "and the day
of evolution Is fast passing away as

far as the whole of J.nt;n America is
concerned. As for we Bantmarlans, we

have given up such foolishness, and
we expect to have no revolutions for
nil time to come. I think the same will
be the rase at no distant date through¬
out South America. It Is already so

¦wim Peru and with Chile We have
now no revolutions In Argentina ana

Brazil, and It will soon be so In Co¬
lombia and Venezuela."
"How about Central America?" I

eak« d
"That eventually will be the rase

¦with Central America, although I can¬

not say when The p-'ople of some of
those countries have had so many rev-
olutions thai they may be said to have

..¦couired the revolution habit, and It
will be some time before a condition
of permanent poaqi can bo oM.ibllshed
there. Nevertheless., Central America la
improving, although the several repub¬
lics composing' It are not so free as
ours. We Panamariana have more lib¬
erty of speech. For instance, my ene¬
mies call me a tyrant and I make no
-reply If on< should denounce cer¬
tain of the presidents of the republics
north of Us, he might hear from his
denunciation In no favorable way.'

The I'nnnitiii Of Ihr future.
The conversation here turned to the

Panama Republic and Its prospects, and
President Arosomena said:

"I am enthusiastic over the future of
Panama li Is the baby of the nations,
the youngest of all of the republics.
It Is Mill in its swaddling clothes, and
Is lust beginning to grow. Book at
what wo are doing! Take the city ot
Panama; It had only 12,000' people
nine years, ago. and It has now 35,00'J.
It Will have 50,000 as soon as the canal
Is completed. Colon, at the other side
of the isthmus, hail 5.""0 population
when you made your deal with the
Frrnrh. It has 17,000 now. and we
have «ther towns which have greatly
Increased "

"But will not this population drop
when we stop our work on the canal?'"
I asked

"I think not," replied the president.
"Colonel Oo.ethala say? the United
State» may have to keep soldiers here
to the number of 10,000, and also that
it will take 2,500 additional employes
to run the canal. These people will
spend a great deal Then we shall
have the tourtst travel, which is al¬
ready coming by thousands. That will
steadily Increase. It will give us a
stream of travelers passing through
and dropping dollars into Panama and
Colon. Why. take your own people!
All of you Americans win certainly
want to come to see the canal. There
are ninety millions of yon. and even

at as low as a dollar-a-p|ecc, that would
give us $90.000.000 to start with. It
you should spend 110 apiece the amount
would soon reach a billion."

ills Hotels to lie Hull..
"But can you accomodate the crowd'."
"Yes VW shall have big hotels for

the tourists." said Dr. Arosemcna, "and
the tourist travel will bring In a great
deal. Paris gets a thousand million
francs every year out of tourists, and
Switzerland feeds fat upon them. Thor.,
Is no reason why w> should not do
likewise "

"Do you not think that the Ameri¬
cans will have cities of their own
here?"
"Very likely so. There will probably

be a great business city at Balboa, but
that will be In the swamps, and while
it will contain the warehouses and great
stores. It will hardly be tit for the
hotels/ and the residences. Banama
will he the Brooklyn, the residen'-c
quarter, and we shall have street cars
which will go back and forth in five
minutes The people of Balhoa will do
their business th«re and come to Pan¬
ama for the night."

fhaniTii for Money Making.
"But ha;. Panama nothing else but

hotels 4o offer to the world.?"
She Mas a great deal more.-' said the

president "The Panama republic is
one of the richest countries in the top¬
ics, and by modern sanitation the most,
of It can be made one of the most
healthy. It Is now open to settlement,
and we will do what we can to en-
courage the establishment of smail

1 forms and farmers. W> are offering
! land In tracts of fifty hectares, or about

'.'17 acres, at a little over SO cents an
acre, and 2"''> hectares at a still less
price per acre. As the amount of land
goes up. the pric» goes down, and we

jure doing everything we can to en-

courage development. We have been
building roads In many of the prov-

I inces, and we now hav» In the nelah-
1 horhood of 600 miles of roads and over

sixty-one new bridge?." .

"But tell me something about your
lands, Mr. President," said I. "What can
you aise on them "

"We can ralee all sorts of tropical
fruits. We have good lands for coffee
and cacao. Coffee plantations are be¬
ing set out in some place», and cacao
land Is In demand in the country about
Boras del Toro. There are immense
banana estates there. The L'nitetl
1'ruit Company owns thousands of
acres, and tt ship? millions of bunches
of bananas a year. The most of that
fruit goes to the United States. We
have' also good sr»U for rubber, and
rubber plantations are being set out
by Americans and others. Some of the
ex-employes of the canal have rubber
estates which are already in bearing.*

A <>iock Country,
"We have also large areas of fine grn-

tng land." continued President Arose-
mena. "The climate Is such that the
<*attle can feed out of doors all the year
round, and we have three vnmt.-tlos of
rich grasses to fatten them. Take the
province of Ohlrlnul In the northern
pert of the republic. There Is a region
there known as the Divila country,
which has many Square miles of plains
covered with grass, which Is dotted
here and there with groves.

The country is well watered, but
there, are no swamps. although it
rains almost dally for about e'ght
months of the year Still the rains
are short, and for ttie most of the
time the weather is clear. That land
Is splendid for cattle, and It has more
stock than nil the rest of the, repub'c.
It has already a number of large
ranches, and there Is room for many
..tore. I doubt whether we have more
than fifty or a hundred thousand head

j of stock in P.lnrrnts now. whereas I
(have seen it est'.i.ited that our lands
would sustain 5,000,000 head. When
the canal is completed there will he

i a great demand for meat from the
ships passing through, and it ought

to be supplied by tho isthmus. It
seems to me there should be a great
deal of money in cattle raising. As
It is now. lean cattle may be purchased
at from $15 to $20 a head. After they
have been grazed for ,.lx months they
will bring $30 and upward.'1

Real Kstntc nl Panama.
"What opportunities have you out¬

side of farming?"
"Thore is a great deal of money to

be made In real estate," said the pres¬ident. "With the completion of the
canal there is sure to be a demand Xor
farm lands and plantations of various
kinds. There is a steady rise in real
estate values also, both at Panama
and Colon. I have property here which
is worth ten times what 1 paid for U
a few years ago. and I have put up a
building ut Colon which cost me only
57.nan. snd which has been ncttlnc me
$70ci per month In rents. That prop-'
erty Is now paying for the building
every year. I know of buildings here
in Panama which are doing as well
Pents are exceedingly high, and w«
have r number of men who have
grown rich out of their real estate
deals. We have several ^nillionalres,
and some of them have Incomes of
over $50,000 a year. The p.mamnn'an
minister nt Washington receives some
thing like $5.0Od per month from his
real estate investments, and I venture
that M. Esplnoza, of this city, does
equally well."

Ranks Whlcb Pay Dividends.
"And then there is a great deal of

mffnoy in hanking." continued the
president. "Vou can loan here all the
money you have on good security at
- nr J per cent. The old rate of in¬
terest used to be 24 per rftnt.. hut we
have cut that down bv establishing
our national bank, which makes loans
on renl estate at 7 per cent, end on
JeWolry and other collateral at 9 per
cent. That bnnk has a million and a

half capital, and its ret profits lnst

DEL.ISARIO PORRAS,
the Itonsrvolt of l'niininn.

year were J&0.0O0. The other banks
make more."
"What tg Panama doing: to open up

the Interior of the country?"
"Not ns much as we could wish," re-,

plied the president. "We have some
roads, and We expect to build more.
We have had plans for railroads, but
the time 's not yet ripe to build them.
All that will come, and In the end we
shall ho a thickly populated land."

Cold mid Pearls.
"How about your mines?"
"We have some gold mines working

rieht here In the central part of the
Isthmus, and there are others at
Darien. We know that we have cop¬
per and other minerals, but the coun¬
try has not been thoroughly prospect¬
ed."
"How about your pearl fisheries?"
"They hiyve produced a great deal in

the past, but we have not been tak'ng
earn of them and they do not yield
what they did. 1 have been interested
In pearls myself, and my father sold
one pearl for $1.500. It weighed
twenty-three knrats, and was of a
beautiful shnpe and fine color. That
penrl would bring Jin.onn to.day. I
think If we should let the pearl fish-I erles He still for a while and keep
r closed season for fishing that we
might make that a profitable Indus-
try."
"How about the hidden gold of Pan-jama? It Is said that you hnve Islands

jnear your coasts where the treasures
of the Incas are burled and also that
there Is gold tinder Old r.mama-"
"That is tue stuff that dreams are

made of," repller the president. "Many
have hunted for those treasures, and
have never found them. We have now
made a road to Old Panama, and It
Is probable thnt something may he dls-
covered there."

"Is th»re any chance thnt Pnnnmi will
I he ann«"t»rt to the United Mates?"
I "I tin not see any pnexlhllliv of thit at1 present." «nid Dt. Aroaenmena. "We are

"I Sound soldiers tin guard nn I entered*
tho palace.''

rl»d lo have you at "our great and good
'

friend, and we want to work along with
you as far as wo can. 1 bolleve that our
peoplo would prefer to bu Independent."
At this point I rose to so, but the Presi¬

dent asked me to wait a moment and havoc
Some refreshments. A moment later a
servant brought in a tray of champagne,
and we drank to the health of our respec¬
tive countries as we said good-bye.

the Nevt President "f 1'a.nauu».
As to who the hext President of Panama*

will be* this Is not sure. Tha election will
take place about a week atter this letter 1»
published- Such elections are held upon
Sunday, ana this Is one Is «et for the second
Sunday In July. There ore two candidates,
one of whom might be called the adminis¬
tration candidate. This is Pedro Diaz,
formerly sovernor of Panama, and qulbc te^
cently treasurer general. He Is an able
man and a popular one. The other candi¬
date rnlpht be Called Theodore ttoosevelt
01 the republic. It Is Dr. Uellsarlo I'orras,
tho former minister to the United States,
and a man well known In Washington. Dr.
Porras hcloiiRs to the people, nnd he ftockit
with the masses. He lias had a lot oC
trouble during his candidacy, and his ene¬
mies have resorted to all sortB of tricks
to prevent his nomination and election.
Among these was the theft of some notes
nnd offn lal papers from the Panama lega¬
tion at Washington. The notes contained
the roiieri draft of the policies he expected
fa follow nut ns president, which Included,
a reorganization of the police; with an
American ni the head. They were publish¬
ed, und It was thought that It would lniuro
the Porras party In the campaign. In ad¬
dition to thti the men who stole tils papers
planned to hr!iic suit against Forms for
allowing his papers to he srolen. It uns
claimed that they were a nirl of the puhlln
records, and ihsi no office, of the republic
should allow the records to be taken aw \
(Copyright. lr.I. by Frank <"",. Carp«nlC\

m JOHN BLFHETH WATK1 KB,

THK Jaded statesman and captain
of Industry now seeks recuper¬
ation In his rountry rlub Every,

city, every summer colony of tho "elite"
now boasts of such a plaleaneo. where
men. and women may foregather for
recreation and relaxation. Vast for¬
tunes are now- Invested In these gar¬
den spots despite tin- fact that the coun¬

try olub proper was not transplanted
from England Into America until 1882,
just thirty years ago. (I am correct
in this If the hna.st Is well founded
that our oldest institution of this cate¬

gory is the Brookline. Mass., Country
Club, modeled after that of Hufllng-
1mm, near London.1 But before 1 am

finished with this seasonable topic I
Will tell you also of some of our great
clubs, which, although situated in the
open, are not country clubs In tin Eng¬
lish sense.

Plnygronad of Our >«tntoMiien.

No country club in the land has such
a long string of notables upon Us roll
as that of Chevy Chase, near the Nat¬
ional Capital The fagged statesman
Will tell you that his nerves could not
Hand the strain of detention in Wash¬
ington this torld seuson were' it not
for his card of membership at Chevy
Chase.

The President, ex-President and Vice
President of the L'nited States as also
members of tho "Supreme Court, the
cabinet. Congress and the diplomat 1<

corps are members of this distinguish¬
ed corporation, now in its twentieth
year.

Ajccordl?»,-? to Its constitution the
hoard of governors may ac.ntt as hon¬
orary members "the President and
Vice-President of the United Slates, und
the persons who have held those otf-
Hees." There Is also a provision of
the by-laws admitting foreign diplo¬
mats and officers of the army, navy and
murine corps, on temporary duty In
Washington, to the resident member¬
ship list, even when it is full to the
authorized limit.

Most any pleasant afternoon of the
week the President may he tieen di lv-
Ing and putting over the velvety
slopes of Chevy Chase, whose Rolf
course Is esteemed among the flnost in
the world, and the Vice-President Is
also a devotee of the same game. Col
Roosevelt's favorite game, tennis, is
also a feature of the club, as are

Squash, howling, polo and trap shoot¬
ing.

It also ranks well up as a hunt club.
Its recent master of hounds was the
wealthy Washingtonian Clarence
Moore, who went down with the Ti¬
tanic.

New gino.non Clubhouse.
The original Chevy Chase Club house

was a farm residence dating back to

the tnloninl days. Wltfhln the past
year a new one-hundred-thousnnd-dol-
lar club house.a massive stone struc¬

ture. ITS feet long.has been opened.
The entire first floor, of the central
portion Is 'l!'-own Into n spacious aa-

^semhly room, aoave which are a dining
room and kitchen One of the wings
contains a tearoom and lockers for wo¬

men Tho building faces the. golf links,
end upon Its broad porches, broaching
Immediately upon the green sward,
luncheon parties and lounger- are lno-
lated from nearby Connecticut Avenue.
Thin Improvement gives the Chevw
Chuso City a'home equal to that of any

country cluh of America.
A close rival oC Chevy Chase In its

number of notable members Is now the
Essex Country Club, social hub of thr
Massachusetts north shore, where again
tili« summer the summer capital col*
ony will he located. All through thr
aummcr the. magnificent grounds ot
this plisnnce will, be a continuous scene
of gayety.of tournaments, concerts
and tees. It is the most exclusive
country club In the Bay State. Its 300
acres include many Old-time estates.
The clubhouse, seen In the accompany¬
ing photogrnph. stands upon rising
land far back from the road, and Is
approached through a broad avenue,
opening between wldcspreadlng lawns.
Its piazzas' and windows overlook an

.excellent tennis court, and beyond are
golf links.

I The President is a member here also,
land many other notables -upon the
Chevy Chase rolls will shift to this

THE NEWPORT CASINO.

rendezvous w-hen the President moves
the eapital to the north shore. Diplo¬
mats will come over hy the dozens from
their summer colonies .it Manchester-
hy-tjio Sea and the nearby resorts. The
club's stables have accommodations for
saddle and driving horses, and many
merry coaching parties start from ltf
gates.

While the golf course here Is ex¬

cellent the President.who spends much
time within the grounds, diverting him¬
self in other ways.prefers, for Iiis
favorite game, the links of Myopia Hunt
Club, at Hamilton, nearby. The club¬
house of this organization was orig¬
inally an old farm manor, built in 1772
and you can see hy Its picture that tho
exterior Is by no means elaborate. But
the interior has been made gay by
Modern appointments. Adjacent to It
are a ladles' annox. and Indoor tennis
court, stables and kennels.
The original Interests of Its members

were horse racing; artd steeplrehasing.
Then hunting was taken up, as was

polo afterward. In fact, it was hero
that the first game of polo was ever
seen In the vicinity of Boston. Its polo
grounds and polo teams are now among
the finest and most famous In the coun¬
try. Besides these features and the
superb golf course, so often used by'
the President In recent summers, there
are howling greens and excellent tennis
courts.
Another famous millionaires' play¬

ground of the Bay State Is arranged
upon the bearh of Magnolia. Here Is
erected a grendstand from which nre
witnessed a succession of events.
horse shows, heach races, tennis tour¬
naments. This In summer is the fav¬
orite recreation ground of the Presl:
dent's daughte.

Newport's llrc-rentlon fSruiiiiils.
But it is at Newport and Nnrrangan-

sctt Tier, the respective summer cap-

ItaJs of bllllonairedom an.1 millionaire
doni, that yon "find this beach' play¬
ground Idea In the height of Its glory.
No millionaires' recreation ground on

this side of the great pond can boast
of the wealth that gathers each sum¬
mer in Newport's casino to sec Ameri¬
ca's lawn tennis championships decided
The casino court-, the finest In the
worM, are Surrounded by banks ol
seals. Within the same precincts
Society gathers again each summer for
the Newport horse show.
As to tae casino proper, it might b>

called a bail room with a reet&ürtjtnl
attached. Above arid about the danc¬
ing floor Is s balcony spread' with tables
and upon which the multimillionaire,
his wife nnd guests sometimes condes¬
cend to cat. even when the floor be¬
low is IUIi>d With personages danger¬
ously near the borderland or the "smart
sot." And. ncoss the bay Newport's
rival. Narragansett I'lcr, displays a

casino that boasts not only of ball¬
room, restaurant and perfectly clipped
lawns, but beautiful Italian gardens
bordering the sea.

Inside these exclusive precincts,
wherein owners of billions disport
themselves each summer, there Is a
landing stage for yachts, which run
across from Newport, or In from tho
ocean.

t

Millionaire's Country Club.
Both of these summer meccas of the

smart set also have their country clubs
and polo fields. For ten days «ach Au¬
gust the greatest polo, teams of our
continent battle each afternoon upon
the great field of Nrtrragansett's Point
Judith Country Club, Here, also. Is
held, yearly, a great horse show.
This wealthy club is Ideally located

In <t grovp crowning a broad ridge
overlooking" the Sea. The old r.irrn-
house which once-sheltered the lord ol
the estate has been artistically trans-
formed to afford lounging room.), arena-

1ng rooms and dining rooms. Tha
Sheltered verandas overlook an old or¬
chard scattered with table*. There are,
besides the great polo Held, a dozen
tennis courts and a golr course ol
eighteen holes.

1'nrndtse at Fananee Kangs,
The closest corporation holding a

vacation paradise of the American
multimillionaire is the Jekyl t»t
Cluh. This Island.
coast, Is said to he t
United Sinter, which
can And comfortably yet,
which guarantees him absolute escape
from tin- telegraph, the cablo and the
long-distance plume. One Hundred oC
our Wealthy financiers bought the en¬
tire Island, and founded there the rich¬
es! änd most exclusive as well as tha
most Inacesslbla club of the world.
Among the members arc J. P. Morgan,
William Rockefeller, the Goulds, James
BtlUmah, James .I. [till, Cyrus Mc-
Corrhuö and the Pultiters.
When Mr. M-n-p m. for example, goes

down to this Eden in search of re-
oreatlon his private car Is detached
from the main line at a wayside sta¬
tion In Oeoritia and a local hauls it
for an hour through the swamp} and
forest:- to a Wharf, where ho steps
aboard a trim little launch, which
steams across the hay ami lands him
upon the Island shore near to the spa¬
cious clubhouse, which is more pre¬
tentious than the average seaside hotel.
From Its balconies ho sees upon the
east the rollers of the ocean pounding
the low, sandy beach, and upon tho
West a succession of lagoons. Inlets,
creeks and thoroughfares threading;
their way through miles of semi-tropi¬
cal swamp. The nearest town 1* ten
miles away, lip and down the isle ho
sees long stretches of virgin forest
cleared here and there for the pictures¬
que cottage of some brother king of
finance. After the ilrst night's sleep
that he has on loved for weeks ho ha?>
his choice of it borsch Lck rldo through
the pine woods, a round of golf on the
club links, a day's Ashing or gunning
or yachting. One of the rules Of the club
demands that he drop business whllo
upon this restful shore.
The island la e game r eserye so well

stocked with birds that shooting has
become a sport almost too easy. Ttio
clubhouse is a succession of sufficient
private smies l.i B.ccomodate mcst of
the members and their gtiefits. For
tho feasts uprend in its dining room
luxuries are Imported from the host mar¬
kets of the north and south. No ono
is allowed to land on the island unlcaif
ho hold n membership card or a mem¬

ber's invitation. Whllo the roll of tho
cluh Is limited to 100. It Is kept con¬

siderably below tha,l figure.
(Copyright, '.»12. by John Elfreth

Watkins.)
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